
Plenary and Worship 
Plenary sessions will be live streamed online (workshops will not). Stay tuned for more 
details on how to watch. 

Monday afternoon, opening panel discussion: 

“What is Discipleship?” 
Moderated by The Rev. Canon Scott Gunn 

Panel members: TBD 

The conference kicks off with a lively panel to discuss, “What is discipleship?” Panelists 
will explore what it means to be a follower of Jesus, and there will be plenty of time for 
audience engagement. 
 

The Rev. Canon Scott Gunn is executive director of Forward Movement, a 
ministry of the Episcopal Church that inspires disciples and empowers 
evangelists. He has been a parish priest, and prior to ordination, he worked in 
information technology. He lives in Cincinnati but travels widely as a preacher, 
speaker, and teacher. You can read his blog at www.sevenwholedays.org or 
follow him on Twitter @scottagunn. 

 

Holy Eucharist: 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Gutierrez, celebrant and preacher 

 

The Rt. Rev. Daniel G. P. Gutiérrez was consecrated on July 16, 2016 to serve 
as the 16th Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Before his calling as Bishop, 
he served as Canon to the Ordinary, Chief Operating Officer, and Chief of Staff in 
the Episcopal Diocese of the Rio Grande. He also had an extensive career in 
public service and as president of a strategy and media firm. The mystery of the 
Eucharist, monasticism, and a relationship with Jesus Christ are spiritual 
foundations for Bishop Gutiérrez. Throughout his life, he has enjoyed the 
wondrous experience of “chasing Jesus.” He considers himself a (budding and 
sometimes clumsy but always eager) apprentice of Jesus, most influenced by His words to Peter: “Feed 
my sheep.” 

Tuesday morning, plenary session: 

“Spiritual Vitality in the Episcopal Church: What We’re Learning” 
presented by The Rev. Jay Sidebotham 



After four years of work with congregations through the ministry of RenewalWorks, we 
are gaining insights into the current state of the Episcopal Church. Close to 200 
Episcopal congregations and about 12,000 Episcopalians have worked with our 
inventory, providing a snapshot of a distinct Episcopal culture. It’s a challenging picture, 
as our denomination contends with complacency, restlessness, and a need for deeper 
grounding in spiritual practices, especially prayer and scripture. At the same time, there 
is hope as we are discovering spiritual pathways forward, identifiable catalysts for 

spiritual growth. The Rev. Jay Sidebotham, Director of RenewalWorks, 
joined by others, will share insights into where we are and where we 
may, by God’s grace, be headed. 

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham is Director of RenewalWorks and Associate Rector at St. 
James’ Parish, Wilmington, NC. He has been ordained since 1990, and has served in 
parishes in NY, DC, Chicago, NC and RI. He likes to draw cartoons. The church 
provides lots of material.  

Tuesday afternoon, plenary session: 

“Engagement with scripture” 
presented by The Rev. Marek Zabriskie 

 
Studies reveal that Episcopalians are the best-educated yet nearly the most biblically-
illiterate Christians in our country, attending church once a month on average and 
retaining 5% of what they hear after 72 hours. Is there a better way to form disciples 
using Scripture? We will examine how to help our members develop a life-long daily 
discipline of Bible reading to transform the rest of their lives and become more 
articulate, compassionate, contagious and generous disciples. 
 
The Rev. Marek Zabriskie has served as rector of St. Thomas' Episcopal 
Church for 22 years, increasing the number of ministries from 25 to over 65 
and significantly increasing membership and giving. In 2011, he founded 
The Bible Challenge and the Center for Biblical Studies to promote it 
globally. Nearly one million people have participated in The Bible Challenge. 
He is the author and editor of eight books. 

 

Wednesday morning, panel discussion:  

“Creating a Culture of Discipleship” 
Moderated by The Rev. Brenda Husson 

Panel members: TBD 

Reflecting on their own experience, the panel will discuss the importance of engaging all 
of the parish’s leadership in the work of forming disciples, and tools that have helped 
support that engagement, both theologically and practically. They will also discuss ways 



to welcome and integrate newcomers so that discipleship becomes the hallmark of 
church membership.    

The Rev. Brenda Husson is a 1983 graduate of Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City who has been in parish ministry for 32 years and at St. James’ Church in 
Manhattan as Rector since All Saints Day 1996. She has had the same vision for the 
church since she began her ministry, that the church be and become the church—a 
community of disciples of Jesus Christ that seeks to live out that discipleship for the 
sake of the world. About 5 years ago she and her parish embarked on a focused 
reimagining of their life as a parish to make that intention explicit in all of St. James’ 
ministries. They also became part of the first cohort of churches in the Diocese of New 
York to join with RenewalWorks, a decision that has helped provide added 

encouragement and resources as the parish lives into their mission.  
 

Workshops & Presenters 
Evangelism by listening 
Presenter: The Rev. Jarrett Kerbel, Rector, St. Martin’s, Philadelphia 

Deep listening is a sacred gift we give to each other. Listening is the beginning of relationship. It is the 
basic component of the caring attention that helps us come alive and thrive. In this "Sacred Listening" 
workshop we will learn how to listen to our neighbor so we can understand their hurts, hopes and values. 
Authentic evangelism begins with sincere connection, shared experience and the cultivation of trust. All of 
these begin with listening. We will practice listening skills and strategies in this workshop. 
 

The Rev. Jarrett Kerbel is the Rector of the Church of St. Martin-in-the-Fields in 
Philadelphia. St. Martin's has an average Sunday attendance of 306 across four 
services each Sunday morning. More importantly the congregation is deeply 
engaged in ministry to the surrounding community and sees itself as serving our 
neighbors in all aspects of our mission. Jarrett attended the University of Chicago 
Divinity School and Union Theological Seminary. He has served churches in 
Central PA and Chicago and he was Executive Director of the Crisis Ministry of 
Mercer County in Trenton, NJ for 4 years before coming to St. Martin's. Every other 
year he teaches a class on Community Organizing at Princeton Theological 

Seminary as an Adjunct Faculty member and he is an Associate of the Order of the Holy Cross. For 25 
years he has been married to Alison Boden. His children, Martha and Tim start at college this Fall. 

Joy in confession 
Presenter: The Rev. Dr. Hillary Raining, Rector, St. Christopher’s, Gladwyne, PA  

Reconciliation of a Penitent (often known as private confession) is one of the most beautiful and life-
changing gifts that Jesus offers us—it is also one of the most misunderstood. In this session Hillary 
Raining will guide a discussion about the importance of this rite for your congregation based in her 
doctoral research and congregational data gathered on the subject.  She has recently published a book 
on the topic that combines art therapy, scholarship, theology, and worship to create a powerful 
experience for learning about confession in the Episcopal Church. In this session, you will learn some of 
those tips to incorporate confession into the life of a congregation and why can be transformative to do 
so. 
 



The Rev. Dr. Hillary is currently serving as the rector of St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church in Gladwyne, Pennsylvania. In this role, she is priest, pastor, and teacher to her 
whole congregation, which is a source of great joy for her. In addition to her parish 
ministry, Hillary is also a publish writer in both the church and academic fields. Hillary 
has traveled extensively while preaching and teaching on a variety of topics. She is a 
yoga instructor, bee keeper, and musician and has many varied hobbies, including 
skiing, hiking, gardening, and leading her daughter’s girl scout troop. She is married to 
Ken Raining, a reference librarian, and they have a daughter, Delia who is their light 
and joy! 

Discipleship matters: For youth and young adults 
Presenters: Ms. Kate Riley, Youth Missioner, Diocese of Maryland, and Ms. Samantha Haycock, 
Chaplain, University of Arkansas 

How do we cultivate followers of Christ? How does the church engage youth and young adults as 
students of Jesus’s teachings? Join in discussion and storytelling about discipleship with two ministers 
who work with youth and young adults. This workshop will focus on shared experiences of great 
connections and missed opportunities when attempting deep Christ-centered engagement of individuals 
under age 30. 
 

Kate Riley, Diocesan Youth Missioner, Maryland Kate is the youth and young 
adult missioner for the Diocese of Maryland with a main office in Baltimore. She 
is an alumni of the Episcopal Service Corp Program - Maryland, and certified by 
the FORMA Certification for Youth & Family Ministries. Kate focuses her ministry 
on helping young people to find where God is calling them to be ministers in the 
world and the Church and how to work towards bettering the world. 
 
Samantha Haycock, Chaplain, University of 
Arkansas Samantha is the Episcopal Chaplain to the University 

of Arkansas and minister to young adults at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. She also serves on the Forma board, is the Province 7 Coordinator for 
Campus Ministry, and a student with Bexley Seabury Seminary. Samantha has a 
passion for spreading Jesus’ call for social justice and she helps people to make 
connections between their daily and spiritual lives so that they can bring their whole and 
authentic selves to the world. 

Baptism Matters: Discipleship in daily life 
Presenters: Dr. Lisa Kimball, Assoc. Dean of Lifelong Learning, Professor of Christian Formation 
& Congregational Leadership at Virginia Theological Seminary, and the Rev. Dr. Patricia Lyons, 
Missioner for Evangelism and Community Engagement, Diocese of Washington.  

With real lessons from Starbucks, Harry Potter, Facebook, kitchen table, altar, and voting booth the 
answer to the question “Are you baptized?” becomes life and world changing. 

 

Lisa Kimball, Ph.D. is the Associate Dean for Lifelong Learning, and Professor of 
Christian Formation and Congregational Leadership at Virginia Theological Seminary. 
With an A.B. in Human Biology from Stanford University, Lisa accepted a coffee-hour 
invitation to help with the church youth group. Twenty-five years later, having served 
on the staff of five Episcopal congregations, two dioceses, and as a consultant/trainer 
across the United States, she received her Ph.D. in Work, Community, and Family 



Education from the University of Minnesota with a dissertation on Godparenting. Today Lisa focuses on 
faith formation in everyday life, and building healthy faith communities in our rapidly changing world. 

The Rev. Dr. Patricia Lyons serves as Missioner for Evangelism and 
Community Engagement in the Diocese of Washington. Tricia holds a master's 
of divinity from Harvard and a doctorate of divinity from Virginia Theological 
Seminary, where she has also taught as an adjunct instructor. She has served 
as an associate priest at Church of the Epiphany in the District and in 
chaplaincy and administrative roles at St. Stephen's & St. Agnes school in 
Virginia. Tricia's breadth of experience gives her the ability to reach varying 
audiences. Tricia is the author of two books on faith formation. Her first book, 
"The Soul of Adolescence," examines the spiritual languages and lives of young 
people. Her most recent book is an engaging manual for multigenerational faith formation entitled, 
"Teaching Faith with Harry Potter." 
 

Leveraging your parish music program for discipleship 
Presenter: Mr. Michael Smith, Choirmaster, St. Thomas’ Church - Whitemarsh 

Music is one of the quickest ways we know of to embed concepts into the brain and the soul. Is your 
congregational singing (both in planning and in execution) as effective in making disciples as it can be? 
We will also look at ways parishes can use choir rehearsals (for both children and adults) to be more 

intentional in creating disciples. Talking about faith and getting the notes right 
don’t have to compete for precious time! 
 
Michael Smith is the newly appointed Minister of Music at St. Thomas’, 
Whitemarsh. He has previously served in Episcopal and private schools and 
has been affiliated with parish music programs of all sizes- from Trinity Church, 
Boston to a small “rebuilding" church with 3 choir members- and everything in 
between. His passion is for vibrant congregational song and using chorister 
programs for evangelization and discipleship. 

 

Empowering spiritual lay leadership in the parish 
Presenter: Canon Dawn Davis, Trinity Church, Aurora, Ontario 

In our churches, we often have well educated and competent leaders, capable of organizing all kinds of 
ministries and programs and activities. But these same accomplished lay leaders often feel less 
comfortable in spiritual leadership, for instance, in opening a meeting with prayer or in explaining faith to 
their children. In this workshop, we will consider a new ministry of Forward Movement called Revive. It is 
a discipleship program for active mainline lay leaders (wardens, committee chairs, liturgical ministers, 

teachers) to help them grow in confidence as spiritual leaders. It has been offered for 
five years in a large congregation outside of Toronto and we’re excited to share the 
learnings with the Episcopal Church. It’s all about developing a deeper relationship 
with God and neighbor, being fed spiritually, and gaining confidence to serve God in 
the world. It’s intended as an offering of thanksgiving to our lay leaders who work hard 
in the church. Come learn about this engaging process and consider applying it to 
your congregation. 

The Rev. Canon Dr. Dawn Davis serves as rector of Trinity Anglican Church, Aurora, 
Canada, in the Diocese of Toronto. Dawn is an experienced Anglican priest with 



professional human resources certification, specializing in training and development, and organizational 
behavior. She also holds a doctorate in ministry in spiritual formation. 

Fresh from the field, Church planting in a new way 
Presenter: The Rev. Gray Lesesne, Vicar, Good Samaritan Church, Brownsburg, IN 

Something interesting is happening in the cornfields-turned-suburbs of Indianapolis...Good Samaritan 
Episcopal Church is the first intentional church start of the Diocese of Indianapolis in more than 20 
years. Centered in an historically traditional county where megachurches predominate the landscape, 
Good Sam's is an intentionally boutique congregation focusing on focusing on hands-on service and 
intentional outreach as a way of life, inclusion of all people, and open-minded evangelism. Come learn 
about how this church without a building has grown from 0 to more than 130 people in three years. We'll 
talk about new church starts and also share church start practices that existing congregations can steal 
and adapt! 

The Rev. Dr. Gray Lesesne is the Diocese of Indianapolis' first church planter in 
more than 20 years. After serving as Canon and Senior Associate of Christ 
Church Cathedral, Indianapolis from 2008-2015, Gray asked then Bishop Cate 
Waynick to be appointed Vicar of a church without walls in a growing suburb, 
and she said yes! Starting in a Starbucks one snowy March morning in 2015 as 
a "parachute drop", Gray began networking with baristas and anyone else who 
would talk with him, and soon, Good Samaritan, Brownsburg was born. A 
graduate of Virginia Theological Seminary (D.Min. 2013 and M.Div 2001), Gray 
was ordained in 2001 and has served congregations in the Dioceses of Newark 

and Upper South Carolina. 

Dioceses shaping disciples 
Presenter: The Rev. Canon Rob Droste, Diocese of NJ 

Discipleship is not only an important focus for local congregations. It is increasingly the work of dioceses, 
as dioceses look for ways to make discipleship a priority. Come hear about the ways that this work is 
unfolding in one diocese and imagine how your own diocese can increase its focus on discipleship. 

 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Droste is the Canon for Congregational Development and 
Mission in the Diocese of New Jersey. He is a graduate of Porter-Gaud (Episcopal) 
School and the College of Charleston (both in South Carolina). The Rev. Dr. Robert 
Droste has lived in England, the Carolinas, Eugene, Oregon, and the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Ordained a priest in 2000, he earned his M.Div. from The Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific in Berkeley, CA and, in 2010, his D.Min. in Congregational 
Development from Seabury-Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. 

 

Discipleship as the Foundation for Evangelism 
Presenter: Canon Shawn Wamsley, Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese of PA 

An offering that will explore the theological and practical interconnectedness between discipleship and 
evangelism. This workshop will be a guided discussion with participants, examining the relationship 
between the two and developing ministry vision as an answer to the question, “What happens when every 
Episcopalian views their vocation / baptismal ministry, primarily, to be the proclamation of the Gospel?” 
 



The Rev Canon Shawn Wamsley is the Canon to the Ordinary in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Pennsylvania. In addition to serving as Chief of Staff, he has been called to 
give strategic oversight of evangelistic endeavors in the diocese. He has been married 
to his high school sweet heart, Miriam, for 20 years. They live in Philadelphia with their 
three children, Nathaniel, Corbyn, and Ariella. 
 

 

Sacred place shapes disciples 
Presenters: Mr. Joshua Castaño, Sr. Program Manager, Partners for Sacred Spaces 

In 1206 St Francis experienced a life-changing conversion at the ruined church of San Damiano when he 
heard a voice call him to “repair my church which ye see is all in ruin.” The saint then began to rebuild the 
little church by hand that summer. Though we too often face churches and property in need of repair, we 
likewise have an opportunity to renew our discipleship through in part, the renewal of our sacred places. 
While we sometimes think of our sacred places are challenges because of their needs for investment and 
stewardship, they are also valuable assets for spiritual formation, service, and individual and corporate 
discipleship. We will explore innovative and dynamic models for using our sacred places in order to fulfill 
our calling to grow as disciples and servants who face new opportunities to gather and strengthen 
Christian community in the 21st Century.   
 
Joshua Castaño is a Senior Program Manager at the national nonprofit Partners for Sacred Places, the 
only organization of its kind devoted to the preservation and active community use of the nation’s older 

religious properties. At Partners he works with congregations and communities 
across the country in community-engagement and fundraising consulting 
services, capacity-building training for clergy and lay leadership, and other 
initiatives that provide technical assistance to congregations and build new 
community partnerships to make sacred places visibly vibrant centers of 
spiritual and civic life. He is a member of Saint Mark’s Church in Philadelphia, a 
National Historic Landmark building and growing parish where he continues to 
serve as a member of the Vestry, Chair of the Stewardship Committee and 
participates in other parish ministries as a volunteer. With a background as a 
preservationist, Joshua also presents on topics related to the history of 

ecclesiastical architecture and history regularly. Joshua earned a BA in Art History from Oberlin College.  
 
Kiddos See, Kiddos Do: Mentoring Dusty Disciples 
Presenters: Dr. Vicki Garvey and The Rev. Shawn Schreiner 

Sunday Schools and Church Schools and the like generally do a good job of telling the stories of the faith: 
heroic and gripping stories of the old Biblical characters from the Hebrew Bible, stories about Jesus and 
his contemporaries, stories about the baby church. What we often don’t do is connect these characters 
and their doings with how we practice the faith in our everyday world. Kiddos like stories but they tend to 
do what they see people they admire doing. Discipleship is about doing what the one we follow does; it’s 

not simply the “I ❤ Jesus fan club” with lip service period.  

Dr. Vicki Garvey: My first aspiration, at age 3, was to be a gas station attendant.  Then 
some rude adult told me that only boys could do that. When I tried to sign up for 
acolyte training in the 1st grade, I was stymied yet again with the same heart-stopping 
excuse, and this in the face of parents who insisted I could be anything I wanted to be 
as long as I worked hard for it. But a long- suffering teacher – by now surely sainted – 
diverted my attention to tutoring others less gung-ho than myself. All these years later, 



it’s the rare gas station that fields an attendant and girl acolytes are, thank God, more the norm than not, 
but I’m still in the business of tutoring others and being tutored in return. In all the years that span my first 
teaching ‘assignment’ to the present, I’ve delighted in the privilege of helping others delight in lifelong 
learning. From second graders to graduate students, from the sometimes less-than-enthusiastic high 
school crowd to eager seminarians with visions of collars in their heads, I’ve taught and learned from 
them all. In one of her books, Barbara Brown Taylor compares the local congregation coming to worship 
of a Sunday to fueling a car for a road trip. Perhaps I’ve come full-circle, not 
wiping windshields and checking oil stock [hmmm] so much as helping to fortify 
folks for the journey of a life. 

The Rev. Shawn Schreiner is an Episcopal priest, consultant, author, wife, 
friend,  relative, life long learner and beloved child of God. She is in the forefront 
of liturgical innovation for families with children and all who worship together. She 
delights in helping others to find the "aha" moments in life. Shawn and her wife, 
Victoria L Garvey, enjoy sharing their experiences in Discipleship and learning 
about the journeys of others. 

 

Preparing for Sacraments and Rites of Passage in Latino/Hispanic Contexts 
Presenter: Mr. Hugo Olaiz, Asst. Editor, Latino/Hispanic Ministries, Forward Movement  

For most Christians who come from a Roman Catholic background, being a Christian means, above all, 
that they were baptized and confirmed in the Catholic Church. Latino Catholic families invest time, effort, 
and even money as they prepare for these and other rites of passage. In this workshop, I will give you 
examples of how you can harness all this energy into stronger commitment and deeper discipleship in an 
Episcopal context. 
 
 

Hugo Olaiz is associate editor for Latino/Hispanic resources at Forward 
Movement. Hugo grew up in La Plata, Argentina — a country where provinces 
and cities are sometimes named after saints. After completing a degree in 
literature and classics, Hugo spent two years on mission in Paraguay. He later 
moved to the U.S. to do graduate studies in Spanish, linguistics, and translation, 
pursuing a Ph.D. in Hispanic linguistics at Berkeley, California. He later moved to 
Salt Lake City, Utah, where he became the news editor for Sunstone magazine. 
Upon moving to Carrboro, North Carolina, Hugo stumbled into an underground 
network of home-based businesses — hair styling, sewing, cooking — all run by 

Mexican immigrants; these contacts led him into Latino ministry and advocacy in the Diocese of North 
Carolina. Hugo lives in Oxford, Ohio, with his husband John-Charles Duffy and an aging beagle mix 
named Patches. In his spare time, he loves to entertain friends, edit Wikipedia entries, and watch opera 
clips on YouTube. 

Discipleship and building issues: How St. Thomas’ campus helps shape disciples and what gets 
in the way 
Presenters: The Rev. Liz Costello, Associate Rector and Mr. Donald E. Beistline, Parish 
Administrator at St. Thomas’ Church – Whitemarsh 

The first portion of this session will consider how St. Thomas’ Church has stewarded their 47-acre 
campus to form followers of Jesus. This discussion will include the gifts and challenges of our campus. 
The second portion of this session will be a facilitated discussion for participants to share how they are 
using their campus for discipleship and to brainstorm solutions to the challenges that we all face. 



 
A bit about St. Thomas’ campus. 
 St. Thomas’ campus is situated at the corners of Bethlehem Pike, Church Road and Camp Hill Road, 
encompasses over 47 acres. The church building, the 4th church to be built upon this site, sits on top of 
the hill and is the center of all activities on the campus. There are 9 buildings comprising 57,000 square 
feet of multifunction space including the sanctuary, choir facility, nursery school, bookstore, schoolhouse, 
carillon tower, office, private housing and the operations and community center. The campus is utilized 
year-round for Church programs, education programs, summer camp programs and in numerous 
community activities.  

The Reverend Liz Costello is the Associate Rector at St. Thomas’ Church - 
Whitemarsh. At St. Thomas’ Church she serves as a liaison to the liturgy, adult 
spiritual formation, outreach, pastoral care and is the Chaplain to St. Thomas’ 
Nursery School. Before serving at St. Thomas’ she served as Curate at St. 
John’s Cathedral (Denver, CO), where she worked closely with a team to broker 
a partnership with the St. Francis Center (a day-drop in center for people 
experiencing homelessness) to build a 50-unit permanent supportive housing 
facility and with Metro Caring Hunger Relief Center to build a learning garden 
on the cathedral’s campus.    

 
Mr. Donald E. Beistline is responsible for the business operations of St. Thomas’ Property, Office and 
Cemetery Operations. 

Digital Storytelling: Using Social Media to Connect Followers to Faith 
Presenter: Mr. Jeremy Tackett, Episcopal Church Digital Evangelist, Episcopal Church Center 

The platforms are ever-changing, but the philosophies behind telling a great story are timeless. Join us for 
a session on the fundamentals of sharing stories online through words, images and video. We’ll look at 
how today’s top social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram and Twitter) are being used to not only 
increase followers and “likes,” but start conversations and invite others to share their own perspectives 
and experiences through content that engages and inspires. 
  

Mr. Jeremy Tackett:  For more than 10 years, Jeremy's professional work and 
personal creative ambitions have centered around finding "what's next" for 
sharing the message and mission of the Church. In his role as Digital Evangelist 
for the Episcopal Church, Jeremy leads the Church's efforts to strategize for 
the building of relationships, creating community, and fostering an aspirational 
online social presence by managing and implementing the Episcopal Church's 
growing digital evangelism ministry. A member of the Office of Communications, 
his position reports to the Presiding Bishop’s Canon for Ministry Within the 
Episcopal Church. Prior to joining the Presiding Bishop's staff, Jeremy served as 

the Director of Communications at Christ Episcopal Church in Raleigh, N.C. A native Kentuckian and 
University of Kentucky graduate (go Cats!), he currently resides in and works from Lexington, Kentucky. 
 
Discipleship and Justice: Building Community from Within 
Presenter: Mr. Chad Brinkman, Program Officer, Episcopal Relief & Development  
 
The work of relief and development is the work of the disciple. Understanding the call of Matthew 25 to 
serve the least of these requires the internalization of Christ words, the action of being the physical hands 
of Christ, and the necessity to see Christ in others. This workshop will examine the intersection of 
discipleship and justice as the incubator of vibrant communities. 
 



 
Mr. Chad Brinkman is the Program Officer, Engagement for Episcopal Relief & 
Development, where he works to “engage”, educate and mobilize local communities, 
affinity groups and the larger Episcopal Church in the work of Episcopal Relief & 
Development.  Previously he served the organization through 
the NetsforLife® Inspiration Fund, working to raise awareness and support for 
Episcopal Relief & Development’s award-winning malaria prevention program 
partnership. He is also a regular contributor of pictures and stories to the organization’s 
website. Chad has been on staff at Episcopal Relief & Development since 2010. 

 

New relationships in Christ: Discipleship in challenging times 
Presenter: The Rev. Yejide Peters, Rector, All Saints, Briarcliff Manor, NY 

Discipling those who have been spiritually wounded in church is a critical part of work in today's Christian 
reality. Is your church prepared to meet those whose hearts have been wounded, and to reintroduce them 
to the knowledge and love of God in Jesus Christ in community? Similarly, how do we evangelize to those 
who are nominally Christian, or functionally agnostic? This workshop will focus on specific strategies for 
the clergy, lay leadership, and vestry of a church encountering these issues. 

The Rev. Yejide Peters is the 20th Rector in the 156-year history of All Saints' Episcopal Church in 
Briarcliff Manor, NY. Before coming to All Saints', she was Associate Rector of Saint Stephen’s in 
Richmond, Virginia, the fourth largest Episcopal parish in the United States. Rev. Peters is a member of 
the Board of Forward Movement. She also serves on the Commission on Ministry of the Diocese of New 
York. She gives thanks to God for the loving support of family and friends, and for the prayerful example 
of her beloved grandmother whose well-lived faith inspires Rev. Peters continually. 

Christian Witness and Policy 
Presenter: Mr. Alan Yarborough, Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations  

Our faith calls us to use our voice to speak out against injustice. But what does this look like at the 
intersection of the church and our government, particularly given our current political climate? Learn how 
the ministry of faith-based policy advocacy can enrich our relationships with each other and compliment 
the tangible outreach ministries of our church. Also learn how the Office of Government Relations 
engages with our federal government, and how you can get involved through the Episcopal Public Policy 
Network. 

Mr. Alan Yarborough is the Communications Coordinator and Office Manager at 
the Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations. Prior to this, he lived and 
worked in Haiti with the Young Adult Service Corps, working in two different 
positions. He spent two years in Cange working in economic development and 
communication and one year in Cap-Haitien with the St. Barnabas Agriculture 
Center as a project manager for their revitalization program. He holds a BS in 
economics from Clemson University in South Carolina 

Keeping a focus on discipleship as a leader 
Presenter: The Rev. Brenda Husson, Rector, St. James’ Church, NY, NY 

In this workshop, Brenda Husson and St. James’ Vicar, Ryan Fleenor, will discuss their work to keep the 
parish (and themselves) focused on discipleship.  Although serving a large urban congregation, keeping 
focused on discipleship and the place of Jesus in your own life is applicable to leaders regardless of the 



congregation’s size or location. They hope to provide encouragement and practical suggestions for all of 
us who are trying to help others discover and claim a relationship with Jesus Christ.   
 
 


